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Lemony Snicket, the top-selling author of the miserable A Series of 
Unfortunate Events books, is missing! Even the poor Baudelaire 
orphans are worried 

Funday has joined forces with Egmont Books, Nickelodeon and 
WHSmith to scour the globe to find the unfortunate author and, if you 
are a fan of the books, you could win a spine-chilling trip 
to the land of Dracula, Transylvania in Romania 

One winner will get a family holiday [two adults and two 
children] for three nights to Transylvania, including a tour 
of Bucharest and Dracula's castle. The prize includes travel, 
flights and accommodation 

Plus 10 Funday readers can each win a family pass [two 
adults, two children] to the UK Dungeons [either the 
London Dungeon, York Dungeon or Edinburgh Dungeon] 
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To enter, just identify the four countries in which Lemony 
Snicket has been sighted in these pictures [left] and complete 
the tie-breaker below, related to Lemony Snicket's stories 


Send your entries to Lemony Snicket Competition, Funday Times, 
1 Pennington Street, London E98 1ST, or e-mail your entries to 
funday times@sunday-times co uk The competition runs until 
December 1 The winner will be announced in the first week 

of January 

You can also enter the competition by picking up a form from 
WHSmith or by logging on to www nick co uk/unfortunate 
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Those of you who love high-kicking action 
Will have been glued to BBC2's chop martial 
arts show, Masters Of Combat. Presented by 
- Gail Porter [a black belt in karate herself], the 


À each other in a feast of Jackie Chan-style 
action. Mirella Dellafiora [left], 17, from 
London, is a Wu Shu expert and a member of 
the show's Venomous Blades team. "It's been 

wicked being in the show," she tells Funday 
"The best bit was the semifinals,” she recalls 
"| had to compete against a really big bloke in the physical trials. We were 
hung upside down and had to lift buckets of water using our stomach 
muscles and ! won. Short, little Mirella won!" And the worst bit? 
"Watching myself on TV!" she laughs. Watch Mirella in action for yourself 
in the semifinals at 6 45pm on BBC2 this Friday. 
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Record Breakers presenter 

Fearne Cotton and Kirk Sadler, 
from the Roller Coaster Club of i 
Great Britain, have zoomed into 
the Guinness World Records for 

| the greatest distance travelled 

| on different white knuckle rides 

| within one hour. The daring duo 

| braved five rides in 45 minutes 

| and 41 seconds at Universal 

| Mediterranea, on the Costa 

Daurada in Spain, for the new 

i 

: 
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BBC series of Record Breakers. 
First up was the 450m Tutuki 
Splash, where Fearne got 

| soaking wet. They then sprinted 

to the 530m Grand Canyon 

| Rapids, the 975m wooden roller 
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Diablo; and the scary Dragon 
Khan which, with eight fully 
inverted loops, gave them an 
extra 1,285m. All in all, they 
travelled a stomach-churning, i 
record-breaking 4,190m! i 
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Funday talks to author Stephen | 
Potts about his new nautical i 
adventure, Sopas ig a | 
Why Ot t Compas , phv i 
| | 
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| l was in oray fori a sp 1 

| conference [Stephen is a 

| consultant psychiatrist] | read 

| abit about the town and 

| discovered that it was a leading 
port in Britain for whaling. 

It fitted in well with the story 
your sailing boat - the Endeavour | 
| The boat is where I go to escape 
and get away from things. | write 
all my books there. It's just so 
peaceful and quiet | also get 
a flavour of the sea onboard, 
with other ships moored nearby | 
and seals popping up | 


Yes, I've messed about around 
water for years, whether it's 
rivers, lakes or the sea There are 
many reasons why 1 love it. 
Firstly, it's beautiful. Secondly, 
you can get away from 
everything you associate with 
cities and modern life. Thirdly, 
you have to be thinking all the 
time at sea. You are using all 
your resources 


Yes, | was aware that whaling is 
not looked well upon today, but 
it was a way of life then and his 
dad is in fact a specksioneer — 
second in command to the 
captain. In the 19th century there 
were whales galore and there 
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| they didn't see 
| whales the way we 
i do now. 
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THE ADVENTURES OF 
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Fire engines calling.. The rocket has just landed . Mr Bax- 
ters car is hidden from us by a thick cloud of smoke! .. 


I’m afraid the car must 
be burning and its 
occupants. No! no! . 


There they are! 
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Calling Moon- Rocket You have 
landed! 
Rocket? 


Ah, Mr Baxter! what a terrible fright you 
gave us', Not hurt? No burns 7 Moon - 


Rocket? 


Open the door 
Moon - 


No, nothing... 
But the rocket. 


Éditions Casterman, Artwork © renewed 1982 by Éditions Casterman Text © 1959 by Egmont Children’s Books Limited 


Moon- Rocket The gan- 
tries are being moved 
into position . Moon- 
Rocket, 1 repeat, open the 
door ! 


— 
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Noanswer We 
must cut open 
the hull.. | 
Bring the electric | 
saws. 


There Heavens, not a sound! | 
I feel as if I'm entering a | 


Now for the door of the air-lock! This 
one can be opened from the outside ! 
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Extracted from EXPLORERS ON THE MOON by Hergé Published by Methuen at £9.99 and Mammoth at £5.99. imprints of Egmont Children s Books Limited. Artwork © 1954 by 


There's only one thing I 
don't like about school 


I'm the owner of two guinea-pigs 
and | have heard that they can 
be affected by fly strike. Please 
could you tell me about fly strike 
and how to prevent it 

Penelope Craine, via e-mail 

Fly strike is a devastating 
condition in any species. It is 
caused by flies laying eggs on 
dirty, damp areas of the fur, or in 
! open wounds, which then hatch 

` into maggots. These maggots 

4 then digest the dead flesh and 

! secrete enzymes which cause 

? further breakdown. There is often 
_ a primary cause, such as a damp, 

! dirtied coat, diarrhoea or an open 
wound, which must be 
addressed. Measures to prevent 
| fly strike include E 
_ € Check your guinea pig twice — - 
+ daily, all over — TET 
e Keep the hutch dry and clean 
e Provide lots of clean straw 
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| Advice by Blue Cross vet Mark Bossley ~ 


AGE: 


If you have a question for 
me or you want to send in a 
3 cool fact, write to i 
B The Funday Times, Dagsy Dog, 
B POBox 495, London E98 1ST | 
© You can now e-mail your pet 

7 problems to 
g@sunday-times.co uk 


dagsy.do 
The Blue Cross, one of Britain's 
oldest animal welfare charities, 
has four animal hospitals, 
11 adoption centres, and twe 
equine centres. Last year the charity 
found homes for thousands of animals 
and treated more than 50,000 pets 
at its hospitals. 
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If you were a fan of Popstars you'll love Pop Idol - 
ITV1's new nationwide hunt for the UK's next solo 
superstar. One velvet-voiced contestant will land a 
management deal with 19 Management - the team 
behind the Spice Girls and S Club 7 - and a recording 
contract with Westlife's record company, RCA. There's 
no doubt about it — this show and its star are going to 
be huge! 
The open auditions saw 10,000 people aged between 
16 and 26 take part, and the TV show will be hosted 
by everyone's favourite cheeky chappies, Ant and Dec. 
"It's been great fun and we've met loads of different 
people so far," laughs Dec. 
"We've heard some seriously good voices too," adds 
Ant. "Much better than mine and | managed to release 
three albums!" 
The Geordie jokers are only too happy to give advice 
to the young wannabes as well. "It's important they 
try not to get too nervous," explains Ant. While Dec 
reckons they should have as much fun as possible. À 
"We were in the music business for four or five years <$ 
and we really enjoyed it". And did 
anyone choose a PJ and Duncan 
-k for their audition? 
wouldn't get through if they did!” 
laughs Dec. 
They also got the chance to sit in 
on a couple of auditions, to see 
what the contestants had to go 
through. "There's no way | could 
do that,” says Ant. "It must have 
been so scary sitting in front of 
four of the most powerful people 
in the music industry." 
The four judges - record producer 
Pete Waterman, top A&R man 
[who signs and nurtures new acts] 
Simon Cowell, PR and manager 
Nicki Chapman, and 
Pepsi Chart DJ Doctor Fox - spent six 
weeks on 
the road 
between 
Manchester, 
Glasgow 


and London to find the final 50 contestants. 

"When they were bad it made us wish we had other 
jobs," groans former Popstars 
judge Nicki Chapman, now the 
creative director at pop svengali 
Simon Fuller's 19 Group. 

Nicki, who will be managing the 
winner, found it wasn't actually 
that hard telling people the truth. . 
"We had people who really 
couldn't sing and when we asked 
them about previous auditions 
they said they'd been told that 
they'd done really well," she says. 
"We thought it was better to tell 
them to stop putting themselves 
through it again." 

So what exactly were the judges 
looking for? Was it amazing 
looks, a killer voice or perhaps 

a cheeky personality? 

"Somebody with that X-factor," reveals Simon Cowell, 

the head of A&R at RCA records, who signed Westlife 

and Five. "I can't tell you what that is. Robbie Williams 
has it, so does Madonna." A true Pop Idol needs more 
than just a great voice. "They also need a bit of va-va- 

voom," says Dec. 

Selecting the final 50 was tough, especially when the 

judges couldn't agree! "We did in the end," recalls 

Nicki. "There were some key people where all four of 

us said 'amazing' as soon as we saw them. It's the 

borderline cases that were really difficult." 

The judges' job is done. It's now up to the public to 

choose the new king or queen of pop. 

"Their life will be totally transformed," says Dec. 


_ "It'll be tough being thrown into the limelight." 
Ant reckons the new Pop Idol will be fine. "Their 


management will be top notch and of course we'll be 
around to help!" 
Er ... is that wise, remember PJ and Duncan, lads! 


Could you be a pop star? Write in and tell us why! 


| Mammals and their extinct 
f relatives are called synapids - 
Í which are named after the 
Í bony crevasse behind the eye, 
Í known as the synapid opening 
Mammal features such as fur, a 
| warm-blooded metabolism, and a 
= lower jaw that consists of a single 
bone, appeared gradually during 
evolution. Early synapids appeared 
f during the Carboniferous and the 
= Permian periods [that's a whopping 355 to 250 millions of years 
f ago!] while true mammals evolved in the Triassic period [between 
8 250 and 203 millions of years ago] 


Today's hairy, warm-blooded mammals owe their origins to reptile- 
like creatures such as the Dimetrodon [above] Startling images 
reveal other prehistoric mammals that looked just as strange as the 
f Dimetrodon - elephantine sloths, snaky whales, cats with dagger- 
like canine teeth, and hoofed animals with bizarrely horned heads 


= Swimming the shallow tropical seas, 33 
f million years ago, was the Basilosaurus — 
one of the biggest fossil whales known, 
growing to more than 20m long. 
With its curved front teeth 


grab and slike up 
fish and other 
marine 
mammals in 
a second! 


" Daeodon is one of the bigg best- § 
known, and last of the a 
- from the pig, hippo and pieccary 
group of mammals. it was = hefty 
3m long and was an omnivere 
[eating both vegetation and meat] 
in North America around 23 million 
years ago The Daeodon's teeth 
made it easily able to breaki bones 
and eat animal carcasses - and it 


Here's shaggy 
The woolly mammoth is 
the most famous fossil animal 
from the Pleistocene period 
[1.75 to 0.01 millions of years ago] 
An inhabitant of the cold Ice Age 
grasslands, it had a shaggy coat, 
huge, curving tusks and a tall, 
domed skull. The very last 
mammoths, a population of dwarf 
B woolly mammoths, lived on 
Wrangel Island, north of Siberia, 


and died out only 4,000 years ago 


" Monkey worlds 
This Theropithecus [left], from 5.3 millions of 
ears ago onwards, is an "old world" monkey 
that searched the grasslands of Africa, Europe 
and Asia for seeds. There are two main types of 
monkeys. The "old world" monkeys came to 
dominate Africa and Asia while "new world" monkeys evolved in 
South America. Old world monkeys had downward-pointing 
nostrils, lived in grasslands and their tails were used for display and 
balance while new world 
monkeys had flat noses, 


From North America and Europe, 
the Plesiadapis lived in subtropical — B 
forests 65 to 33 7 millions of year ago The early 
primate [above] probably looked something like 
a cross between a lemur and a squirrel. It had 


lived in forests and used 
their tails to grasp Branches 


prominent incisor teeth which helped to chew 
= wood for pons or sap 


probably scavenged in a similar 
way to modern hyenas 


= Like modern giraffes, the Aepycamelus or 

B high camel was a browsing herbivore that 

Jj fed from trees in the Miocene period [23 5 

f to 53 millions of years ago]. A large camel 

f with tremendously long leg and neck bones, 

8 it inhabited North American grasslands with 

f scattered trees, and may have become 

f extinct as the tree cover gradually disappeared 


| * 
| \ f Spade-like paws and horns above 
ollow korns | B the snout make the 30cm-ong 
One of the most peculiar groups of d Epigaulus very distinctive. It was 
mammas is the Uranotheria - a | Bamember of the Mylagaulids - a 


s 


j With its feline kani you may think 
hat this 13m-long hunter was a sabre- 
oothed cat In fact, it was a 
hylacosmilus and it was an American 


Big, bad wolf 
The dire wolf was a large 2mong [fat Ei 
beast from North America inthe § § collection of plant-eating, hoofed mammals $ Ẹ group of North American 


Pleistocene period [175 to 10,000 § P that includes elephants, seacows and E burrowing rodents of the 

years ago] and one of the $ a hyraxes. Thiis rhinoceros-like Arsinoitherium f Tertiary era [65 to 175 million 
most famous fossil dogs Its jj Í is a member of that group and lived in Asia, § ; years ago]. The horns 
fossils are best known from 8. 8 Europe andi Africa between 65 and 23.5 | Bg may have been used in . 
the Rancho la Brea tar pits, § Ẹ f millions of years ago Its two massive horns § ff fights or maybe they 

3 in California, where more f on its skull were hollow — unlike rhinoceros $ $ helped with digging. The large 
than 1,600 dire wolves are f horns. They have grooves on their surface, 5 gnawing incisors could also 

preserved. Compared with = B showing thiat there were blood vessels on | have been used for burrowing holes 

modern wolves, dire wolves had larger [| | the outside, and that the horns were y || Modern-day descendants of the 


skulls and teeth, but shorter legs B B covered in n qe E Epigaulus are !squirrels and beavers 
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Adapted from the DK Encyclopedia of 
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pwards over the front of the skull, 
rowing above the eyes 
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WOULD YOU CARE TO SIT HERE. SIR? 
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He may have been around for 
30 years, but the king of pop 
certainly knows how to keep 
ahead of the game if his website 
is anything to go by. A great 
futuristic opening sequence gives 
way to an ultra-slick insight into 

Bs Michael 
Jackson's 
music. 
Plus, you 
can get an 
exclusive 
listen to 
Cry from 
his new 
Invincible 


SOI JUST TOLD THE MANAGING DIRECTOR IWANT TO EAT TOO DAD. BUT YOU 
THAT £15.000 AND 10 WEEKS HOLIDAY HAVEN T GIVEN ME ANY POCKET 


AH! I M LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 


"i love ballet,” shrieks Barbie 
when you visit her site You'll 
soon discover why if you log on ^ 
— she's about to make her movie 
debut in Barbie In The 
Nutcracker. For less 

energetic Barbie A 

fans, you can get 
creative by 
printing cards, 
mixing ai 
music or 
selecting the 
features and i 
colours } 
to make ra 
yourown *%s 443 
"friend of x ) ę 
Barbie" 


ROTTEN FATHER. I HAVEN T ERK! WHAT AMI SAYING? YOU CAD! SHAME ON 
GIVEN MY DAUGHTER ANY WHO WROTE THIS? YOU SIR! 


TIME FOR MY SPEECH 
ERE ARE MY NOTES 
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If you are a webhead and have 
discovered a great site, or have 

created one of your own, spin 
me a mail and tell me all about 
it on webby@sunday-times.co.uk 
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Being seen and getting noticed is not just cool 
when you're going out, it’s a matter of life and 
death when you are biking around during the 
cold, dark autumn and winter months Wheelies 
are futuristic lights that you attach to 
your spokes, so that when you pedal p 

it looks as if you have a glowing red F z 
circle on your wheels - helping you 
to be seen Plus, the slick plastic 
design and rubber buttons ensure : 
they are durable. Available from Argos | 
at £9 99 a pair A bright idea for bikers 


Plant your tongue firmly in your cheek and enjoy 
this hilarious look at some close encounters of the 
third kind. Its cover may be plain but, with its 
trendy drawings and punchy text, it makes UFO 
spotting the coolest pastime since skating. This is 
definitely a geek-free zone Chapters 
include: determining if you or 
someone you know is an alien, 
conversational starters, and how to 
defend yourself. Look out for the 
fab Vampire Hunter's Handbook 

too Both from Puffin [£4 99 each] 


Link, the sword-wielding, flute-playing hero of The 
Legend of Zelda, returns in a two-cartridge series 
on the Game Boy Color - Oracle Of Ages and 
Oracle Of Seasons. If fantasy adventure games [in 
which you solve riddles and battle evil princesses] 
are your forte, then these games will satisfy your 
noble ambitions The scrolling speech is annoying 
when you are trying to get the 
action going, so trigger-happy 
gamers should avoid. Both can be 
played on Game Boy Advance too 
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WHERE'S THE PARTY? 


There are very few music artists who can claim to 
have achieved as much success as Lisa "Lefteye" 


Lopes. Not only has she sold around 20 million 
albums as a member of top American girl group TLC, 
she has also worked with the likes of *NSYNC, Mel C 
and Lil' Kim. 
But, it seems, Lisa's not content with just being a 
successful rapper. "While I've been busy with my first ste 
solo album, Supernova, I've also worked on other projects adeg a TV 
programme called Chef-side," Lisa tells Funday. "It's fast, healthy meals for 
children to learn to cook, so that when they get older they don't have a lot 
of the problems we have today such as food allergies." 
As well as cooking up a storm in the kitchen, Lisa has developed a range of 
clothing called Jamxedos. But where did she get that name from? "It's 
like formal pyjama wear," she explains. "It's real fun stuff and the 
name is "jam" from pyjama's and "xedo" from tuxedo [the 
| American word for a dinner jacket]." 
^- Lisa, 30, formed TLC 10 years ago with friends T-Boz and Chilli 
. and the trio were one of the original no messin' R&B groups 
which are even credited with inspiring the Spice Girls. No 
Scrubs, probably their best known song, was released in the 
UK two years ago. Lisa's antics got her a reputation as the 
craziest member of TLC, but she hopes that Supernova's mix of 
R&B, dance and her rap vocals might help people to see her in a 
new light. Lefteye has even designed a game to use with the album. 
"In life everybody has questions that they want answered. That's what 
the gameball is for - roll the ball and it will direct you to a song on the 
album, and the song's lyrics will answer your question!" she explains. 
7.. Even with all these projects on the go, Lisa is keen to point out that TLC 
7 will not be splitting up. "No, TLC are back in the studio. We are working 
on the fourth album and you will probably be hearing from us next year. 
It's not a greatest hits either, it's all new material." 


FED UP ABOUT FIVE? 

Were you a Five fan? Are you upset that the 
boys have decided to quit? Do you think 

J, Abs, Ritchie, Scott and Sean should have 
carried on? If you've got something to say 
about the sad demise of one of Britain's 
best boybands, e-mail Buzz! today and tell 
us what you think. Maybe you'd just like to 
send the lads a message, or share your 
thoughts with other Funday readers. Just 
mark your e-mail FIVE and send it by noon 
tomorrow to buzz!@sunday-times.co.uk 
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Lisa's new single, Block Party, is out on October 15 and her album, 
Supernova, is out on October 29 


MTV'S BIG NIGHT 


MTV unveiled plans last week for its spectacular 
Europe Music Awards 2001 The event will 
take place on November 8 in Frankfurt, 
Germany, and will be hosted by Ali G [right]! 
Whether European viewers will understand 
Ali's cheeky jokes is doubtful, but the line-up 
ete star pettosnian 2 at the ceremony is rock solid. Expect to see live 

; performances from Craig David, Destiny's Child 
and Janet Jackson. Gorillaz lead the 
nominations count with six, while Limp Bizkit 
[left], Craig David and U2 follow hot on their 
heals with four nominations each. Keep reading 
Buzz! for more news on the MTV awards 
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Excuse me! [1| have 
Jou WNow Yt a 
Q- Type Zogan 
Scour ship 


- Space explorer 
class three, 
factory lu, 
Serial Number 


Frankly we preferred 
Yov when you were 
ON identified / 


OFF TO SPAIN 


Lucky Funday reader S Daniels from 
South Darenth, Kent, is the winner of 
our JMC holiday to Universal 
Mediterranea. The winner and her fami- 
ly will be enjoying a week-long holiday 
at the amazing theme park and resort 
on Spain's Costa Daurada. Have fun! 


be | - || E IV E 

| Film Education is launching this year's 
| National Schools Film Week, which runs 
| from October 12-19. It's the biggest free 
| education event for schools in Europe and R 
| every school in the UK can join in by . 
| logging on to www filmeducation org, which has full listings of 
| all the free events and films being screened over the week 


The writer of the star f-mail will receive a six-month pass to 
Warner Cinemas to see any film of their choice 


national 


| 
| 
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| 
film week} 
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AP, Send answers to all competitions 
to us at: 
Competition deadline: October 17 


You can e-mail i ges edimpattion answers to: 
nday comps@sunday-times co 


Sorry, but only one e-mail per entrant will be accepted. 
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To enter, tell us in no more than 50 words 
who you would nominate for one of the 
40 Nobel Prize categories. Perhaps your friend 
is a whizz in the science lab or your mum is a 
fantastic nurse Just let us know who and why 


Look they ve 
got the Funday 
Times | love reading | - 
Funday. it s brilliant! y 


Dennis better 
not take my 


Come on Funday Times 


Gnasher. lets 
get that 
Funday Times! 


Nichole White, 12, 
Bournemouth 


— 


Funday picks the 
best of this week's 


sporting action 


Saturday Six Nations 


Wales v Ireland 


It's a top weekend for rugby fans of both dn. 
with a double dose of crunching action. After the 
disappointment of seeing their grand-slam hopes 
dashed with defeat by Scotland [above], Ireland 
take on Wales at the Millennium Stadium. The 
winner of this game will claim second spot 
behind England. Live on BBC1 at 4pm 
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Saturday Super League grand final 
Bradford v Wigan or St Helens 


Meanwhile, rugby league's club season reaches 
its climax with the grand final at Old Trafford 
After the blistering form of Kiwi brothers Henry 
and Robbie Paul [below], Bradford Bulls must be 
clear favourites 
It should be a fine 
swansong for 
Henry before he 
makes the switch 
to union, joining 
Gloucester. 
The game is live 
on Sky Sports 1 
? from 6pm 


id then Hurricane Gabrielle hit us! 
What has been your lowest 
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Michael Owen is the man of the moment, and that's 
not just because he scores great goals for England and 
Liverpool. He's also launching a brilliant table football 
game, Michael Owen's Total Action Football [£21 99]. 
Players can kick, pass, shoot and trap the ball using the 

| game's magnetised miniatures - making for a action- 

| packed 90 minutes! 

Funday has 30 Michael Owen's Total 

_ $ Action Football to give away 


address to the 
competition 
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BECAUSE You PLAY No— BECAUSE WE PLAY LIKE 
EYRE BEGIN LIKE THE ENGLAND WE'RE HALF ASLEEP 


- I. do CALL US “THE SQvAd? 
DREAM TEAN : 


More top sport next week 


